[Adhesion in meningococcus].
The adhesive activity of 113 meningococcal strains with different invasive properties and 10 Neisseria nonpathogenic strains have been studied. Adhesive properties have been revealed in 80-82% of these strains. Meningococcal strains isolated from the nasopharynx of carriers possess high hemagglutinating activity. The percentage of cells with pili in these strain was also higher than that in meningococcal strains isolated from the liquor of patients. This shows the presence of direct correlation between the number of pili in the cells (according to the data of electron microscopy) and their activity in the hemagglutination test, which makes it possible to use this test for the determination of the adhesive capacity of meningococci, associated with the presence of pili.